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DRAFTED BY ARA/MEX:D.E.SIMCOX:MRG 
APPROVED BY ARA/MEX:D.E.SIMCOX 
ARA:R. ARELLANO (PHONE) 

ARA/CEN :L.PFEIFLE 
ARA/PPC:K.MARSHALL 

105277 312049Z/72 

O 311953Z JAN 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 025499 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, MASS, MX, GT 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST REPORT ON F-5 SALES TO MEXICO 

REF: DUNN- ARELLANO TELECON OF JANUARY 31 

FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE OF DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN WITH REGARD TO WASHINGTON POST REPORT OF 
JANUARY 31 ON F-5 SALES TO MEXICO AND GUATEMALA. ACTUAL 
TRANSCRIPTS OF PRESS BRIEFING WILL BE PROVIDED SUBSEQUENTLY. 

Q. WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE REPORTS THAT MEXICO AND 
GUATEMALA WANT TO BUY F-5'S FROM US? 

A. I CAN CONFIRM THAT MEXICO AND GUATEMALA HAVE EX- 
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PRESSED INTEREST IN BUYING F-5'S. WE RECEIVED MANY RE- 
QUESTS OF THIS TYPE AND THE DECISION TO SELL OR NOT TO 
SELL IS BASED UPON THE RELATION OF THE PROPOSED SALE TO 
OUR OVERALL ARMS TRANSFER POLICY AS EXPRESSED IN THE 
PRESIDENT'S ARMS TRANSFER POLICY GUIDELINES OF MAY 19, 

1977, AND UPON SUCH FACTORS AS THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
SITUATION OF THE REQUESTING COUNTRY, THE IMPACT UPON THAT 
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COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THE POSSIBLE IMPACT 
UPON THE REGIONAL ARMS BALANCE OR REGIONAL ARMS RACES, 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS, AND OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS 

WITH THE REQUESTING COUNTRY. THESE POSSIBLE SALES ARE 
UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR BOTH COUNTRIES. THE DECISION 
PROCESS IS NECESSARILY COMPLEX AND TIME-CONSUMING. WE 
DO NOT ANTICIPATE A FINAL DECISION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

Q. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT THE SALE TO GUATEMALA WILL BE 
HELD UP BECAUSE OF THE BELIZE DISPUTE? 

A. THAT IS A FACTOR WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED, AMONG THE 
OTHERS I HAVE MENTIONED. I DON'T WANT TO SPECULATE ABOUT 
THE OUTCOME OF OUR DELIBERATIONS. 

Q. WOULD THESE BE THE FIRST LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES TO 
HAVE THE F-5? 

A. NO. CHILE AND BRAZIL HAVE THE F-5 AIRCRAFT AND 
VENEZUELA HAS THE CANADIAN VERSION CALLED THE CF-5. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT OTHER SUPERSONIC AIRCRAFT IN LATIN 
AMERICA? 

A. A NUMBER OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES HAVE SUPERSONIC 
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AIRCRAFT IN THEIR INVENTORIES, INCLUDING FRANCH MIRAGES, 
BRITISH-FRENCH JAGUARS AND SOVIET SU-22S. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS? 

A. AS I HAVE SAID THAT IS A FACTOR TO BE CONSIDERED. 

I DO NOT WANT TO COMMENT FURTHER AT THIS TIME. 

Q. YOU HAVE SAID BOTH COUNTRIES ARE INTERESTED. HAVE 
THEY ACTUALLY REQUESTED THE AIRCRAFT? 

A. I HAVE SAID THAT WE ARE CONSIDERING THE MATTER. 

FURTHER DETAILS ON THE STATUS OF THE REQUEST FROM EACH 
COUNTRY ENTERS INTO OUR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THOSE 
COUNTRIES AND I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT FURTHER UNTIL WE 
ARE MUCH CLOSER TO A DECISION. 

VANCE 
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